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PREFACE. 



To understand the first principles of Christianity 
is the duty of every Christian : yet how many are 
there who neglect this important duty, who pro- 
fess Christianity, and think themselves Christians, 
yet never inquire into the principles they profess, 
never examine the ordinance by which they were 
made Christians. Surely one would suppose this 
would be their first inquiry; but few ever think 
of it, and, of the few who do, still fewer under- 
stand it ; and why ? — because it is so difficult to be 
understood ? No ; but because they do not take 
the Scriptures, and the Scriptures alone, for their 
guide. 

The subject of Baptism having been of late 
much agitated, the writer was led to examine the 
subject; and, endeavouring to lay aside all pre- 
judice for any particular view of the ordinance, 



YUl PREFACE. 

adopted the following plan to find the true scrip- 
tural meaning thereof. First, To ascertain how 
many baptisms are referred to in the Scriptures, 
and examine the nature of each. Second, To 
examine the apostolical illustrations of the bap- 
tism used in the Church since the Ascension of 
our Lord, in order to elucidate the real nature of 
this ordinance, the importance of coming under 
it, and the solemn responsibility resting upon all 
those whose privilege it is to be numbered amongst 
its subjects. This plan is carried out in the fol- 
lowing pages : the illustrations made use of are 
the illustrations of Scripture; and though not 
enlarged upon so much as they might have been 
by an abler pen, yet the Author trusts they will 
be found to convey such conceptions of this 
solemn ordinance as will not fail to impress the 
mind with its importance and responsibility, and 
will be found in strict accordance with the whole 
tenor of Scripture — the only infallible guide to 
truth. 
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PART THE FIRST. 

THS TWO FUNDAMENTAL AND TWO CIRCUMSTANTIAL 

BAPTISMS. 



Introduction. 

Baptism is a term used in Scripture to express 
the initiatory ordinance of dedication, or consecra- 
tion, of a person, or a people, to a particular end 
or service.* 

There are four Baptisms spoken of in the New 
Testament. Two fundamental, and two circum- 
stantial. The two fundamental Baptisms are, the 

» AcU, xix. 3 ; 1 Cor. x. 2 ; Gal. iii. 27. 
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Baptism of Repentance^ preached by the fore- 
runner of our Lord,^ and the Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, inculcated by our Lord himself;*^ both 
these Baptisms are personal. The two circum- 
stantial Baptisms are, the Baptism of a people 
unto Moses/ and Our Lord's Baptism of suffer- 
ings.® 



b Matt.iii. 11. 
^ 1 Cor. X. 2. 



^ John, iii. 5. 
* Luke, zii. 50. 



PART THE FIRST. 



Sbction I. 

THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE. 

The Baptism of Repentance was preached by 
John; who, from his office, was called " The 
Baptist." He was the immediate forerunner of 
our Lord, and was to prepare the way before 
Him.» 

When our Lord was born King of the Jewd, 
the Jewish nation, to whom he was sent, had well 
nigh forgotten God; they had made void the 
commandments of God by their tradition.^ They 
were, indeed, expecting a Messiah, but so little 
had they attended to the predictions of their 
prophets concerning him, that they expected to 
see him invested with worldly glory.*^ So little 
did they feel their bondage to the elements of the 
world, that they thought only of being delivered 
from their bondage to the Roman Empire^ to 
which they were at this time subject ; and so in- 

» Matt. iii. 3. ^ Mark, vii. 9 & 13. • John, vi. 151 

b2 
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fatuated were they, that rather than submit to the 
spiritual discipline of Christ, they would increase 
their subserviency to Pagan Rome,— witness their 
pretended zeal for the rights of CsBsar.** To per- 
ceive the hatred they bore to Jesus, look at the 
character of the man whom they chose to be 
released in his stead: there was a company of 
men in prison for insurrection, one of their number 
in the sedition had committed murder. So fully 
were their heaii;s set in them to do evil, and so 
determined were they to crucify the Son of God, 
that, to testify their utter hatred to him, they 
chose to be released in his stead, not one of the 
thieves who were afterwards crucified, not one of 
the men who for sedition only were cast into 
prison, though that was a very black crime, but 
they chose the worst, the most abandoned of these 
abandoned men, ** one who for sedition and 
murder was cast into prison." • 
"To a people so corrupt Jesus could not have 
preached the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, they 
were not in a fit state to receive His divine agency, 
any more than the ground covered with thorns 
and briers is fit to receive the good seed : these 
must first be rooted up and the ground tilled. So 

« Matt. xzii. 17 ; Luke, zzv. 2. « Luke, xxiii. 19 & 25. 
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it is with the human heart. The Jews required a 
preparation for the spiritual and holy doctrines of 
the Saviour. To preach to them a baptism, which 
comprehended nothiiig less than a death to sin, 
and life of righteousness — a righteousness not 
merely in the outward appearance, but in the feel- 
ings and desires of the heart ; to preach such a 
baptism as this to a people so full of worldly ex- 
pectations and desires, would have excited their 
contempt rather than their admiration. It was 
necessary, therefore, that they should be in some 
degree prepared for this spiritual self-denying 
sacrament. To this end did John the Baptist 
appear. " He was the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness." A wilderness indeed the land of 
Judea was as it regarded the spiritual culture of 
the heart. John was to cut down the briers and 
thorns of this spiritual wilderness ; for " the cares 
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lusts of other things," had entered into this 
once garden of the Lord, and rendered the word of 
prophecy preached amongst them unfruitful. John 
must then lay the axe to the root of these trees of 
wickedness, " that every tree which bringeth not 
forth good fruit may be hewn down," — every 
principle which leadeth not to works of righteous- 
ness may be destroyed : for they are principles, 
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not persons, that are meant by trees in Matt. Ui. 1 0. 
The Baptist, when he spake these words, was 
contending with the principles laid down by the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, one of which was, that 
Abraham was their father, they were lineally de- 
scended from him, therefore they were righteous 
before God, Their argument w£U3 this : Abraham 
was the friend of God, we are the children of 
Abraham; therefore, friends of God. John 
cautions them against the evil of this principle^ 
and tells them that God is able of these stones, 
of these hardhearted and notoriously wicked per* 
sons, (for such were the pubhcans and soldiers, 
whom he had just b^tized, considered by the 
Pharisees,) to raise up children unto Abraham. 
And '^ now (says he) the axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees; therefore every tree which bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into 
the fire.'" ^ The time is come that judgment must 
begin at the house of God : every principle there^ 
fore lurking amongst those called by the name of 
God that impedes his work must be done away. 
Not every principle that worketh evil, but every 
one that worketh not good. Not every tree that 
bringeth forth evil fruit, but every tree that 

f Matt, iii. 
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bringeth not forth good fruit: neutrality is im* 
possible. 

To cut down these trees of sin^ and ^' prejpare 
the way of the Lord/' the Baptism of Repentance 
was preached. John came preaching repentance : 
** Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand." The Jews were expecting the MessiaSy 
but they expected his kingdom would be of this 
world.^ John preaches that they must repent of 
this worldly mindedness, and of all the siniiil 
desires of the fleshy and of the mind ; for it is a 
kingdom^ not of this world, but of heaven, that is 
at hand. Those who received his message were 
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 

It was Jordan the children of Israel passed 
through in their entry to the promised land. 
Death is the Jordan of the believer, through 
which he enters his rest. It was in Jordan prin- 
cipally that the disciples of John were baptized, 
prior to their entering into the fulness of the 
gospel grace in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The Baptism of John was a preparatory bap- 
tism. It required repentance in its subjects ; and 
to all who received it in faith it insured the grace 
of repentance : but there it left them. It was but 

9 John, vi. 15. 
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a partial baptism, because but preparatory to a 
greater. It was from its partial nature that those 
ivh« had received it, and after it the gospel, were 
required to complete their dedication to God by 
being baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.'* 

The baptism of John was the link which con- 
nected the Old Testament with the New ; and, at 
the same time, the bar which separated them.. It 
was the connecting link, in that it gradually led 
its subjects from the types and figures of the law 
to the great antitype, and Him to whom all the 
figures pointed in the Gospel. The Baptism of 
Repentance, by weaning them from the ceremonies 
of the law and the worldliness of their sanctuary, 
and preparing them for the simpUdty and spiritu- 
ality of the Gospel, was the great bar which 
separated the two dispensations. It was in effect 
the end of the old dispensation and the beginning 
of the new. It was neither law nor gospel, but a 
mixture of both : for the ceremonies of the law 
were no longer regarded as the end and design of 
the Mosaical economy; nor was the gospel re- 
ceived in its fulness, because Christ had not yet 
suffered : but it was a baptism of repentance, of 
death to the law as a way of salvation, a renounc- 

^ Acts, zix. 6. 
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ing all confidence in the flesh, repenting of sin 
that they might believe on him that was to come, 
namely on Christ Jesus.' This was what the 
baptism of repentance prepared them for. Christ 
having come, this baptism ceases to be in force as 
a separate baptism, but is incorporated with that 
of the Holy Ghost. See the following section. 

* Acts, xix. 4. 
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* 

THE BAPTISM OF THB HOLY GHOST. 

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost succeeded the 
Baptism of Repentance preached by John,* which 
was not abrogated, but incorporated with the 
former. It is this baptism with which Jesus bap- 
tizes.** 

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost, or, for the 
Holy Ghost, (for we are baptized with water, for 
the Holy Ghost, that we may be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost,) requires a death unto sin, and life of 
righteousness, of all who are subjects of it. They 
who perform not these requirements forfeit all 
claim to the blessings of this ordinance, which, to 
the faithful receiver, are neither few nor small. 

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost is the baptism 
of all baptisms: receive this baptism, you can 
receive no greater. This is the baptism signified 
by the baptism of water, now used in the Church ; 
that for which it prepares us. The Baptism of 
John was not contrary to this baptism, but a part 
of it. That required a death to sin and the world, 

» Mark, i. 8 ; Luke, iii. 16. ^ John, i. 33. 



SECT, n.] THE BAPTISM OV THE HOLY aHOST. 11 

repenting of whatsoever is displeasing to Ood : 
this, in addition to these, requires a life of holi<- 
ness, and works of righteousness, not as a means 
of salvation but as an evidence of faith.^ That 
was a passive baptism, this an active. They 
were baptized for repentance that they might 
cease from sin: we are baptized for the Holy 
Ghost, that we may learn to do well. Their bap- 
tism signified their approbation of the term re- 
pentance; our baptism signifies our repentance. 
That was a baptism to suffer the will of God, this 
to do it. 

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost, for which the 
baptism of water prepares us, is the same as re- 
generation. Regeneration signifies creating anew ; 
it supposes a prior existence, otherwise it would 
not be re-generating or r^-creating, but generating 
or creating. All the passions of man are in ex- 
istence from his very birth, but by the corruption 
of our nature they are sinful. These sinful pro- 
pieoisities must be checked, the actions must be 
suspended, the whole must be mortified. This 
can be effected only by a hatred to sin, cherished 
in the heart by the grace of tiie Holy Spirit, and 
is what we term repentance. 

^ fiiNDaoa, vi, 4. 
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The Baptism of the Holy Ghost was not an 
ordinance of the Church until after Christ's Ascen- 
sion, for it was not till then that the Gospel wa& 
fully revealed; therefore until then the baptism 
for repentance only was used. The thirteenth and 
four following verses of the third chapter of 
Matthew contain the institution of this ordinance, 
and show at once what it is intended to convey. It 
is not an ordinance to be performed when we have 
brought forth fruits meet for repentance^ but it is 
a sacrament we are to partake of before we enter 
on our pilgrimage ; for we are not able to run the 
Christian race until we have the blessings this 
ordinance is intended to convey. 

Faith in the recipient is the necessary qualifica- 
tion for this ordinance, the first principle of which 
is repentance. Repentance and a death to sin 
kill, so far as all active operation is concerned, all 
the passions of the soul. They were in active 
movement in the service of sin, the world, and 
the devil; but repentance suspends their action 
in this unholy service, it mortifies all their inclina- 
tions to it, so that they are as good as dead. But 
they are not suffered to remain in iliis state, for 
then it is the Spirit of God breathes upon, or 
rather, descends upon them; (for the Spirit of 
God must breathe repentance into them, or they 
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would never turn ; being so fiir fallen from original 
righteousness.) The Spirit of God descending 
upon them brings again into active operation, and 
that for God, those passions which were engaged 
in the service of the devil, but being mortified 
therein were laid dormant. This is the Baptism 
of the Holy Ghost : this is what is promised to 
every one who partakes of the baptism of water. 
What! regeneration conveyed in water baptism? 
How then is it that some, nay, that most of the 
most daring offenders and notorious sinners are 
baptized persons; and that so many baptized 
persons are not only unregenerate but immoral 
and profane? Even for the very same reason 
that the greatest hypocrites are amongst the con- 
stant hearers of the word ; ihey hear, but not in 
faith, therefore they are hypocrites; seeming to 
love the Gospel but hating it in their hearts. So 
these notorious sinners and immoral persons, be- 
cause they receive the ordinance not in &ith, 
therefore they partake not of the blessings of the 
ordinance. 

There is but one principle required to the due 
reception of baptism ; and that principle is faith. 
The recipient must believe that God is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that seek him. He 
must believe the utter depravity of man, his innate 
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Binfuliiesfl ; and if ht once perceiires the nnde- 
viating holiness the law of God requires, he must 
perceive his own sinfulness. He must believe that 
Christ came to seek and to save those that are 
lost; that he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
bom of the Virgin Mary ; that he died unto sin 
once, and that he rose again free from all corrup«- 
tion, and liveth unto God ; that be sitteth on the 
right hand of God, the Intercessor of his Church, 
and that he will come again td judge the quick 
and dead. He must also believe that God requires 
him, being dead to sin, to consecrate his time and 
talents to His service, as a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. In one word, he must believe in 
the Holy Trinity, the three persons one God. He 
must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
includes his person, work, and requirements : be- 
lieving this, he not only may be baptized^ but is 
required to be baptized, to make a public profes*- 
sion of his belief, and act accordingly ;-^to be 
initiated into the Church of Christ by means of 
this ordinance, and incorporated with His mem- 
bers. And being so incorporated with the mem- 
bers of Christ, he is himself a member; a child 
of God by virtue of his union with Christ; and, 
consequently, ^' an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven.^' If he is the master of a family believ- 
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ing tl)«se tmths, and partaking of the$e blessingSy 
he m bound to gee that his children and household 
are partals^ns of the aame, so far as his instru- 
mentality can procure them ; and though he can- 
not change their heart, yet he can put them under 
the tuition of the Spirit in this ordinance, which, 
4Qing in £adth, he will insure the blessing of God, 
if not upon them, yet upon himself, and very 
likely, if not certainly, upon th^n also ; for God 
said of Abraham, who was the father of all that 
believe, both Jews and Gentiles, " I know him, 
that he will command his children and household 
after him ;* and he added, " they shall keep my 
statutes/' 

Regeneration, or the Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, is that to which the baptism of water 
leads, that for which it prepares us : where it falls 
short of this, it loses its end and design. Those, 
who separate baptism by water from regeneration, 
take away the means from the end to be attained. 
When persons baptized remain unregenerate, un- 
endowed with the graces of the Spirit, the cause 
is not the insufficiency of the ordinance, but the 
weakness of their faith. They are baptized that 
they may repent and receive the graces of the 
Holy Spirit. But if they do not repent, they 
cannot be saved, even though they are baptized 
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with water, for that baptism will rather militate 
against them, in that, having received the sign, 
they did not with unwearied diligence labour after 
the thing signified; even repentance and the Holy 
Spirit, which God has pronused to give unto them 
in connexion with baptism: for Christ told the 
sons of Zebedee,** and through them all his dis^ 
ciples, that they should be baptized with the same 
baptism with which he was baptized, which was 
the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
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Section IIL 
the fibst circumstantial baptism. 



THE BAPTISM OP A PEOPLE UNTO MOSES. 

We are told by the Apostle Paul,* that the chil- 
dren of Israel were all baptized unto Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea. Let us inquire, first, 
Why this is called a baptism? Secondly, For 
what purpose it is brought before the Corinthian 
Church ? And thirdly, The practical use we ought 
to make of it ? for, like all the rest of Scripture, 
it is written for our admonition, upon whom the 
end of the world is come. 

First, Why is the passing of the children of 
Israel through the Red Sea, under the shadow of 
a cloud, called a baptism unto Moses ? 

Baptism, in the true sense of the word, is not 
merely making a profession of any particular 
doctrine, or the simple dedication of the life to 
any particular pursuit; but it is being so fully 

» I Cor. X. 2. 
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absorbed in that doctrine or pursuit, that the indi- 
vidual is dead to every thing else. Therefore this 
is called baptism : for by it the Israelites were for 
ever separated from Egypt and all its connexions. 
They followed Moses in the land of Egypt, but 
they followed also the taskmasters of Egypt in 
obeying their commands. But when they had 
once passed the Red Sea there were no more 
taskmasters for them to obey, no Pharaoh to 
tyrannize over them. Had any of them preferred 
the tyranny of Pharaoh to the leading of Moses, 
they might have returned and cast themselves 
upon the mercy of the Egyptians ; but by their 
entrance into the Red Sea, when the seemingly 
victorious army of Pharaoh was close upon their 
rear, they plainly showed the choice they had 
made. In the sea therefore it was they were dedi- 
cated to Moses ; so wholly absorbed in following 
him, that they were dead to every thing else and 
buried in him; therefore baptism is an appro- 
priate term for such a complete dedication. 

But it is called a baptism, not only in regard to 
what it was to the Jews, but also because it was 
a type of Christian baptism. For as their passing 
through the Red Sea is called their baptism, so 
our baptism signifies our being washed in the 
blood of Christ. And as on their entering into 
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the Red Sea the pillar of the cloud, which had 
gone before them to lead them there, removed and 
went behind them/ to preserve them from the 
enemy and impel them in their course ; so in our 
baptism the Spirit of God, which leads us to bap^ 
tism, by enabling us to believe on the Lord Jesus, 
{the necessary qualification for baptism,) removes 
as it were behind us ; it descends upon us, and by 
its influences upon our hearts preserves us from 
our spiritual enemies and impels us in our holy 
course. As they were baptized unto Moses at the 
very commencement, before they had begun their 
journeys through the wilderness ; so must our bap- 
tism be at the very commencement, before we take 
any active part in the journey of life, through the 
wilderness of this world to the promised land, the 
heavenly Canaan. 

Secondly, For what purpose is this event brought 
before the Corinthian Church ? 

Tlie Corinthian Church, at the time when this 
epistle was directed to them, was rent with divers 
sects: one calling themselves by the name of 
Paul, perhaps on account of their zeal ; another 
by that of ApoUos, for their fructifying influence ; 

t> See Kx9d,iL\ii.^0—W, «W. 19^20. 
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another by that of Cephas^ for their firmness and 
stability in the truth; and another by that of 
Christ, for their purity and closeness to Scripture. 
To remedy this evil, (with that of incest, which 
had also found place amongst them,) it was that 
this epistle was written. The apostle labours to 
convince them of the folly and absurdity of calling 
themselves by the names of men, as though they 
had merited the salvation of which they were 
partakers, and they had been baptized unto them. 
And so far liad this error prevailed that he was 
thankful they had not been made members of 
Christ by baptism through his instrumentality, 
lest any should say he had baptized in his own 
name. He asks them if Christ was divided, that 
some took upon them his name, whilst others fol- 
lowed those of his ministers ? If salvation was 
merited partly by himself, and partly by his minis- 
ters, and so Christ divided ? He then proceeds to 
show them the simplicity of the gospel, and of his 
preaching to them. He tells them that these 
divisions spring not from a spiritual but from a 
carnal mind, and explains to them the office of 
those who preached the gospel to them. He allows 
his zeal in planting, and ApoUos' influence in 
watering, but he tells them that it is God, and he 
alone, who giveth the increase; and that He is 
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the great First Cause, the giver of their zeal and 
their influence, and whatever good qualities they 
may possess ; therefore, if they wish to possess 
the qualifications, and follow the example of these 
ministers of God, they should call themselves by 
the name of Him who endowed them with those 
gifts, and enabled them to set so bright an ex- 
ample ; for, " who is Paul, or who is Apollos, but 
ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man?" He thus proves to them 
that the ministers of God are the servants of 
those who believe, and not lords over them. He 
then proceeds to reprove them for the particular 
sin which had crept in amongst them, and instructs 
them how to deal with the ofiending party ; and 
prescribes rules for their conduct in this respect. 
He then shows the liberty himself and all true 
ministers of Christ have in the gospel ; and, not- 
withstanding this liberty, how they are the servants 
of all : after which he illustrates the sacraments 
of Christianity by events which took place in the 
wilderness,^ which he shows were types of these 
sacraments. 

But with many of them (the Israelites) God 
was not well pleased. The Corinthian Church 

c Chap. X. 2—4. 



( 24 ) [part I. 



Section IV. 

OUR lord's baptism of sufferings. 

The Baptism of Sufferings is spoken of in Scrip- 
ture but with regard to one individual^ the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But this alone would not be suf- 
ficient to deter us from applying it to his mem- 
bersy seeing he declared the sons of Zebedee able 
indeed to be baptized with the baptism with which 
he was baptized, were it not also restricted to one 
event, his suffering for the sin of all mankind, of 
which suffering none of his members partake.* 

» Luke, xii. 50. 
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Introduction. 

The Spirit of God, ever intent to make plain what 
he would have us to believe concerning our eternal 
salvation, hath not only laid before us the will of 
God in Jesus Christ, which to follow is eternal 
life, but hath also condescended to explain that 
will to our imperfect minds ; not indeed so that 
we may comprehend it, for how can finite compre- 
hend that which is infinite?— but so that we may 
apprehend it, and fi-ame our conduct accord- 
ingly. 

Respecting the Sacrament of Baptism, of which 
we are now considering, not less than three figures 
are set before us in the Sacred Scriptures in illus- 
tration thereof. The first is from the history of 
the end of the ante and beginning of the post 
diluvian age : the second is from the Abrahamic 
covenant of Circumcision : and the third is from 
the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of our Lord. 

c2 
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The first illustration shows the nature of Bap- 
tism so as to prove our obligation to it. The 
second shows its nature as a covenant and sign. 
And the third shows its importance and nature as 
a seal. 



Illustration I. 

noah's preservation in the ark. 

In illustration of the Sacrament of Baptism, the 
first figure used in the Sacred Scriptures, is that 
of Noah's preservation in the ark. 

That this event should be a figure of baptism 
seems at first sight hardly probable ; but we are 
warranted by the word of God * to view it in this 
light: neither in examining the subject will it 
appear a forced illustration, but one in every way 
calculated to give us correct ideas of this ordi- 
nance. It exhibits, first, God's command; secondly, 
our obligation ; thirdly, how we are saved by it ; 
fourthly, the danger of neglecting it. 

It exhibits, first, God's command. That God 
commanded Noah to build an ark, no one pro- 
fessing to believe the Scriptures ever doubted: 
that he also commanded baptism to be adminis- 
tered must likewise be admitted. It must not be 
objected that, because Christ said to Nicodemus, 

• 1 Peter, iii. 21. 
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^' Except ye be bom again of water and of the 
Spirit," before the baptism of water was an ordi- 
nance of the Churchy therefore he did not refer 
to it. Baptism by water was then an ordinance 
of the Church ; the baptism of John was by water 
for repentance; this was what Christ meant by 
water, he added " and of the Spirit," for that was 
the complete baptism. The Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost is nowhere in Scripture mentioned as an 
event separate from the baptism by water, but 
always in connexion with it. In Isaiah, Ixiii. 11, 
we read, " Then he remembered the days of old, 
Moses, and his people, saying. Where is he that 
brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd 
of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit 
within him ?" Here it is presumed that the Spirit 
was put within Israel when he was brought up 
out of the sea, which sea the Apostle Paul infers ** 
was a type of water baptism. Though we know 
from their history that many of the Israelites dis- 
believed the Most High, which is no sign of their 
having the Spirit of God, yet those who did 
believe in him had his Spirit put within them, 
which belief they testified in the sea; therefore 
their passing through the sea and having the 

»» 1 Cor. X. 
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Spirit of God are spoken of synonymously. In 
Matt. iii. 11, the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is 
promised to those who have received the baptism 
of repentance.*' It is said, in Eph. iv. 5, that 
there is one baptism ; but if the baptism of water 
was unconnected with the Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost there would be two, for God as much com- 
manded the one as he promised the other. In 
Matt, xxviii. 1 9, the command is to baptize in the 
name of the three persons of the Godhead, which 
of course recognizes the influence of the Spirit as 
much as the pardon and favour of the Father for 
the merits of the Son. 

There is but one case mentioned in Scripture 
where the Baptism of the Holy Ghost preceded 
the baptism of water, and that is the case of Cor- 
nelius and his company. The Apostles never had 
baptized any Gentiles, and it required something 
more than a declaration of faith to induce them 
to do so. Peter needed a vision to induce him to 
preach the gospel to these heathens ; and though 
that might have been sufficient to induce him to 
baptize them also, yet it would not have been suf- 
ficient to justify his conduct to the Church, which, 
being composed exclusively of converts from the 

c See also Acts, i. 6, ii. 38, viii. 15 and 16, ix. 17, 18, xix. 1—7. 
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Jews, still looked upon their nation as the peculiar 
people of God and as the only objects of his 
favour. God therefore condescends to alter in 
one instance the regular order he had laid down, 
to remove their prejudices, but never afterwards 
do we read of such a case; but the Apostles 
always received persons to baptism upon a pro- 
fession of faath, that they might repent and receive 
the Holy Ghost.^ 

Water denotes a washing, a cleansing, a burial 
to sin : when a person is so cleansed he is a meet 
temple for the Holy Spirit, which is immediately 
bestowed upon him. If he is not so cleansed, his 
baptism is not baptism ; he may indeed have par- 
taken of the outward and visible sign, but unless 
he receive the inward and spiritual grace of re- 
pentance it will avail him nothing. But still the 
command remains the same. It is as binding as 
that of " Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature," for it is part of the 
same. It is one of the means of grace, and all 
the works of God, be they great or small, con- 
nected either with providence or grace, are brought 
about by means, and in many instances by means 
the most unUkely in man's estimation. Baptism 

d Acts, viii.37,xvi.31— 34. 
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is a means of God's appointment^ God has com- 
manded it, therefore it behoves us to comply with 
it. Though our senses cannot perceive the con- 
nexion between the body being sprinkled with 
water, and the soul being endued with the Spirit ; 
yet faith receives it because God has commanded 
it and promised his blessing upon it. 

God commanded Noah to build an ark, the 
form and material whereof he described to him. 
But the building the ark would not have saved 
Noah from drowning unless he had entered it. 
The ark is by all commentators allowed to be a 
type of Christ, for as all in it were saved from tem- 
poral death, so all in Christ are saved from eternal 
death. The ark being completed Noah and his 
family were commanded to enter.** Baptism is 
our entrance to the ark of salvation Christ Jesus — 
Christ is set forth as our Propitiation, Redeemer, 
and Lord, and we are commanded to enter upon 
his doctrine by baptism.^ 

The illustration of baptism by the preservation 
of Noah plainly declares that God commands it. 

This illustration exhibits, secondly, our obliga- 
tion. 

* Gen. vii. !• ' Acts, x. 48, xxn, 16. 

c5 
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All the commandments of God are binding 
upon his creatures, and all his commandments are 
plain ; we cannot plead ignorance with the Bible 
before us, for if we should our very ignorance 
would be our sin. They are accounted fools that 
understand not the works of the Lord,< and that 
seek not to understand wisdom.^ But man is 
more or less earnest in the pursuit of wisdom, 
according as he is more or less influenced with the 
Spirit of God. 

As the commandments of God are plain that 
all may see and understand them, so they are 
obligatory upon all. Whoever breaks them does 
it with his eyes open, and must do it against his 
conscience. The command to build and enter the 
ark was binding upon Noah ; so the command to 
be baptized is binding upon alK who believe, both 
as it regivds their own persons and the persons of 
their offsq>ring. The faith of Noah was the pre- 
servation of his family. We read that Noah was 
a just man, and that ke found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord.' We are not told whether Noah's wife 
and family were as just as himself; but God said 
unto him^ '^ Come thou and all thine houfte into 
the ark, for thee have I seen righteous before me 

f Ps. xcii. 6. i> P»w« xviii. 2 ; Eccl. ii. 14. ^ Qtm vi. 29. 
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in this generation."*^ The Apostle to the Hebrews, 
chap, xi., says, " By faith Noah, being warned 
of God of things not seen as yet, moved with 
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house." 
Here it is declared that the faith of Noah saved 
his house, they were received into the ark upon 
his faith. This shows the obligation resting upon 
believing parents to have their children and house- 
holds baptized. 

The illustration of baptism by the preservation 
of Noah, plainly declares the obligation to bap- 
tism resting upon all believers in their own per- 
sons, their children, and households. 

This illustration exhibits, thirdly, how we are 
saved bv this ordinance. 

The Apostle Peter says, in reference to Noah's 
preservation, that " eight souls were saved by 
water. The like figure whereunto even baptism 
doth also now save us, not the putting away the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good con- 
science towards God, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ." We are saved by faith, and that not of 
ourselves, for even the faith by which we are 
saved is the gift of God.^ Noah believed God 

k Gen.vii. 1. > Eph. ii. 8. 
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when God declared he would destroy the earth 
with a flood ; Noah believed or put faith in that 
declaration. God also commanded him to build 
an ark, in which God promised to save him ; Noah 
believed this also, for he knew it was impossible 
for God to lie : but did he rest in this faith ? No, 
surely, but he proceeded to build the ark that he 
might be saved, and that by the means of God's 
appointment. Here then we see that Noah was 
saved by faith, in the ark. So must we be saved 
by faith, in baptism. 

Baptism does not save us in itself, neither does 
it save us as '^ an outward and visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace." But it saves us as 
that sign put upon us by faith in the commands 
and promises of God, and if we receive the sign 
in faith, we shall also receive the thing signified. 

Baptism is not the putting away the filth of our 
flesh, it does not cleanse us from the corruption of 
our nature, it does not altogether expel the old 
Adam from us ; for we still have to contend with 
sin, the world, and the flesh within ourselves, and 
we are baptized that we may do this. In saying 
it does not effect this, we do not lower the ordi- 
nance, but place it in the very same position the 
Bible places it. There must not only be a re- 
generation, which baptism leads to, but a trans- 
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formation^ to cleanse us from the filth of the flesh. 
We are told by St. Paul,™ that we who are alive 
and remain on the eaith till the coming of Christ 
shall be changed in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, and the dead bodies of believers shall 
be raised incorruptible, glorified like unto the 
Saviour's glorified body. But this change is not 
effected in baptism, if it was, the sentence of death 
could no more be passed upon us for the sin of 
Adam, than eternal death is passed upon us who 
believe in Jesus for our own sins. 

The illustration of baptism by the preservation 
of Noah, clearly exhibits how we are saved by 
baptism. 

This illustration shows us, fourthly, the danger 
of neglecting baptism. 

Though baptism does not effect the change in 
our nature before referred to, it is not therefore to 
be lightly esteemed : for it is declared in Scripture 
to be a saving ordinance, inasmuch as it is the 
answer of a good conscience before God. 

Conscience is that inward feeling of right and 
wrong which every human being is in possession 
of, — not that the conscience of every one is alike 

"» 1 Cor. XV. 
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informed upon the principles of morality and holi- 
ness, for some have never been in the way of in- 
foimation ; yet, even in the most dark and ignorant, 
the light of nature reflecting upon their consciences 
makes them responsible, though not in the same 
degree with those who have the light of revela- 
lation.'^ But take two heathens who have never 
heard of the revealed will of God, their con- 
sciences are either accusing or excusing them.** 
The one gives full liberty to his depraved passions, 
and sins against the light nature affords him ; the 
other follows the dictates of his conscience, forcing 
themselves upon him by the light of nature. 
Take these two men and show them the revealed 
will of God in his law, — the unsinning obedience 
that law requires,— how ftir they have fallen short 
of that obedience : show them how the wrath of 
God has been pacified, his justice satisfied, and 
his love manifested in the redemption of the world 
by his dear Son ; their consciences thus receiving 
the light of revealed truth, the one's will accuse 
him for sinning against the light nature afforded 
him, but the other's, whilst he hates his sin and 
deplores his depravity, will yet excuse him, be- 
cause, like St. Paul, he always lived up to the 

B Rom. i. 20. « Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
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principles with which he was acquainted. Neither 
of these men were righteous in the abstract, not 
one nearer real holiness than the other ; but th& 
one had the accusation of an evil conscience, in- 
asmuch as his conscience accused him of wicked- 
ness, and the other the answer of a good con- 
science, that he followed the light he had. Just 
so does baptism save the believer, it does not make 
him perfect or righteous in degree, but it produces 
in him the answer of a good conscience, a con- 
science void of offence toward God and toward 
man. He feels conscious that though he sins 
himself, yet he has conformed himself to the will 
of God, in that, by baptism he is buried into the 
death of Christ, and, being buried into Christ, 
God will look upon him in his Son, and accept 
him for his sake. He does not follow sin, but 
fights against it, not only in the world but in him- 
self. He does not resist the will of God, but 
seeks after it ; he seeks to know it that he may 
do it, yet not relying upon his own merits or good 
works for salvation, for he feels that in them all 
he comes short, but casts himself entirely for sal- 
vation, pardon and justification on the free grace 
and merits of Jesus Christ, his Saviour and his 
Lord. His conscience testifies this, and such a 
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testiinony is the answer of a good conscience 
toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
For as Christ was raised from the dead, so is he 
raised from a death of trespasses and sins to a 
life of righteousness. 
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Illustration II. 



CIRCUMCISION. 



The second type and illustration of baptism con- 
tained in the Sacred Scriptures is Circumcision. 

God created man upright.* He was made after 
the image of God,^ and was in covenant with his 
Maker, This covenant required of him perfect 
obedience to the revealed will of God, man break- 
ing this covenant exposed himself and posterity 
to the wrath of God.*^ But some among those 
children of wrath were not altogether forgetful of 
God, but thought still upon his name.^ But their 
number was few : all flesh had corrupted his way,® 
and had gone astray after their own imaginations, 
until they had so provoked God to anger, that he 
determined to destroy the earth with a flood.^ But 
in the midst of wrath he remembered mercy, and 
spared Noah and his family, because he was a 
just man, and feared the Lord.* But when man- 
kind began again to increase and multiply upon 

• Eccl. vii. 29. »> Gen. i. 27. « Gen. ii. 16, 17. 

d Gen. iv. 26. « Gen. vi. 6, 12. 

' Gen. vi. 7. » Gen. vi. 8, 9. 
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the earth, the evil of their nature, entailed upon 
them by the sin of Adam, again became predomi- 
nant ; they again forgat God, their Creator, Pre- 
server, and Saviour,** so that he could no longer 
hold communion with them by reason of their 
wickedness. But some there were, even among 
that degenerate race, who desired still to walk after 
the commandments of God. These were to be 
found in the family of Abraham. With him there- 
fore God entered into covenant, the covenant of 
circumcision.* And as he is the father of the 
Faithful, so all who are partakers of his faith enter 
into this covenant, in its antitype baptism, as did 
all his natural descendants the Jews in circum- 
cision, the sign and seal of the covenant till the 
coming of our Lord, who was the end of the law 
and the prophets, the great antitype of the old 
dispensation. 

As circumcision is everywhere spoken of as a 
covenant, let us inquire, first, what is the nature 
of a covenant? secondly, who are the persons 
concerned in this covenant ! thirdly, what are the 
blessings this covenant conveys? fourthly, what 
the reciprocal engagements of the parties? In 
treating of circumcision under these several heads 

^ Geo. ziii. 14. * Gen. xvii. 1, 10. 
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we shall, in illustrating that ordinance, carry our 
ideas forward to its antitype baptism; in doing 
which we shall perceive the undeviating order of 
God's government of his Church throughout all 
ages, notwithstanding all the sophistry and in- 
genuity of man to subvert the same. 

First, What is the nature of a covenant ? 

The very name of covenant supposes two par- 
ties, for it is an agreement between two. It is the 
term upon which one party may give, the other 
receive ; each party approving the terms enter into 
the coventeint, agree to perform the conditions. 
Each performing the conditions by which he is 
bound, the fruits thereof, or that which the cove- 
nant is intended to procure, must ensue, otherwise 
the covenant would be of no avail. But should 
one of the parties fail to perform the conditions 
by which he is bound, the other could not be 
called upon to perform his part of the conditions 
toward the delinquent party, for by his delin- 
quency he has made the covenant void, he has 
broken the bonds of it, and proved himself un- 
faithful, therefore cannot expect to reap the fruits 
the covenant was intended to procure. Such is 
the nature of a covenant between man and man, 
and its nature is the same when between man and 
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and God. Whenever the Most High God con- 
descends to enter into covenant with man, there 
must be conditions binding upon man, otherwise 
it is not a covenant. Therefore, when man 
neglects to perform the conditions the covenant 
requires of him, he forfeits all the blessings of the 
covenant, he is unfaithful to his God. 

Having thus briefly considered the nature of a 
covenant, we next proceed to inquire, Who are the 
persons concerned in this covenant ? 

The whole Jewish nation was in covenant with 
God by circumcision ; but they did not all enter 
into this covenant together, but each individual as 
he arrived at the age of eight days. And though 
the whole family of Abraham were circumcised at 
one time,^ yet this covenant was not entered into 
by them altogether in a body, but by each indi- 
vidual in his own person. Hence it is a covenant 
between God and each individual believer. So 
baptism, the circumcision of the New Testament,* 
is not a covenant between God and his Church 
collectively, but between God and each individual 
member of his Church. The Jewish nation was 
composed only of those who had entered into 

k Gen.xvii.22. i Col. ii. 11,12. 
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covenant with God by circumcision : had any one 
been so presumptuous as to neglect to enter into this 
covenant, that soul would have been cut off from 
his people."™ He would not have been recognized 
as one of them though descended from Jewish 
parents, neither would he have been permitted to 
share either in their civil or religious privileges. 
Though the neglect originated in his parents not 
bringing him to the ordinance, yet the guilt would 
devolve upon himself, if, when arriving at years of 
discretion, he persisted in the obstinacy. So it is 
with the Church of Christ, it is composed of those 
who have entered into covenant with God by 
baptism. They who have not done this are not 
members of the Church, but children of the 
world ;^ they cannot expect to have the influences 
of the Spirit shed abroad in their hearts, for they 
have not given themselves up to his teaching. 
Though he be the son of christian parents that is 
unbaptized, yet, as religion is an individual thing, 
he cannot be admitted to the communion of the 
Saints except he enters into covenant with God in 
his own person by baptism; and though the 
neglect of this ordinance originated in his parents 
not bringing him to it in his infancy, yet the loss 

^ Gen. xvii. 14. *^ Mark, zvi. 16. 
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will be to himself, if he does not, on coming to 
years of discretion, enter into covenant with God 
then. As circumcision was the sign of nationality 
with the Jews, and the whole nation of the Jews 
were the visible Church of God, so baptism is 
the sign of discipleship, of church membership 
with Christians : those who deny this in a great 
measure destroy the design of the ordinance^** 

We come in the third place to inquire, What 
are the blessings conveyed in this covenant ? 

The blessing conveyed in this covenant is no 
less a boon than God himself.P It is a covenant, 
the blessings of which will be reaped in time and 
in eternity. In time, — " I will give to thee, and 
to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession." In eternity,—" I will be thy God." 

But how is this to be applied to baptism ? In 
scripture language there is an heavenly Canaan to 
all believers, as there was an earthly to* all the 
children of Israel. But while yet in the wilder- 
ness they had their tabernacle, the earnest of the 
temple at Jerusalem. So have we a visible church 
in the world, an earnest of the new Jerusalem in 

o Gal. iii. 27. p Gen. zvii. 8. 
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the heavenly Canaan. The earthly blessing of 
the covenant of circumcision was^ that it admitted 
its subjects to the tabernacle in the wilderness, 
and the temple at Jerusalem, thereby recognizing 
their nationality with Israel. So the blessing of 
the covenant of baptism in this world consists in 
our being admitted into the Church by it, and 
numbered amongst the Israel of God. 

The blessing of this covenant in eternity con- 
sists, in God promising to be the God of its 
subjects. When God makes this promise, he 
promises all a God can give. All the happiness, 
joy and peace, and whatever is excellent, good 
and lovely, originates and flows from God. " Our 
God" signifies our highest and best enjoyment, 
that in which we take the greatest delight : so that 
when God promises to be " our God," he not only 
declares himself to be the essence and concrete of 
all happiness and joy in himself, but promises to 
be these things to us, — to be our happiness, our 
peace, our joy. So that we shall not only rejoice, 
but have imparted unto us the inestimable grace 
of rejoicing in the greatest good, rejoicing in the 
fountain of all goodness and happiness, where 
there is no mixture of evil, no alloy of sorrow. 
In fine, he will confer upon us the highest happi- 
ness and joy it is possible for any creature to 
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receive: and this not for a long period, but for 
ever and ever, in eternity. In one word, the bles- 
sing of this covenant consists in the favour and 
blessing of God in time, and the enjoyment of 
Him, an infinitude of blessing in eternity. 

Having ascertained, first, what is the nature of 
a covenant; second, who are the persons con^ 
cerned in this covenant ; and third, the blessings 
conveyed in it ; it remains for us, in the fourth and 
last place, to inquire, and (considering the magni- 
tude of the blessings conveyed in it) inquire dili- 
gently. What are the reciprocal engagements of 
the parties ? 

Seeing there is a covenant subsisting between 
us and God, we cannot but feel interested in the 
blessings it conveys; which, if we do, we shall 
demonstrate the same by our ardent desire to 
learn, not only what God promises to us, but also 
what he requires of us, that we may do it, not to 
obtain salvation, but to testify our obedience, and 
please him who hath chosen us to himself. In the 
first place, be it observed, this covenant supposes 
pardon received by the alone merits of Jesus 
Christ.*^ The subject must believe that He is the 

4 Acts, viii. 37. 
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Son of God and the Saviour of the world. Be- 
lieying this, he will cast himself upon him for 
salvation from the wrath of God, The pardon of 
sins and salvation from eternal damnation is but 
part of the salvation of the gospel ; it promises 
also to save us from the power and dominion of 
sin in the present life, it is a present as well as a 
future salvation. But man has a free will. When 
that will is inclined to evil, God often suffers him 
to pursue it, though not without warning; but 
when that will is inclined by the grace of God to 
follow that which is good, though his corrupt 
nature is not wholly destroyed, yet he will be 
enabled, by the aid of the good Spirit of God, so 
to keep it under that it will be a dead not a lively 
principle within him. These then are the engage- 
ments every individual enters upon in his baptism ; 
this is what circumcision was intended to convey ; 
it was a cutting off the sins of the flesh. The 
individual will in every circumstance, and to the 
utmost of his ability, under the aid of the divine 
spirit, " crucify the flesh with its affections and 
lusts." ' Crucify the flesh with its affiections, or 
in its affections; check the unholy desires, the 
worldly thoughts, the carnal passions, and the 

» Gal. V. 24. 
D 
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unwortliy motiyes of his heart and mind. He will 
thus be cleansing the fountain, and if the fbuntain 
be clean the stream will be clean also. But in 
this imperfect state of existence, (imperfect because 
Satan has marred the perfection thereof,) the mind' 
can be cleansed but in part, th^e will be some of 
the baser passions escape him, and show them- 
selves in the life: having watched the fountain, 
he must also watch the stream, that those passions 
which escaped him in the former may be arrested 
and mortified in the latter. He will thus have a 
check upon himself, checking and so crucifying the 
flesh both in its embryo or unembodied passions, 
and in its embodied or more perfect lusts. Thia 
is the part of the covenant every baptized person 
is bou,nd to perform ; if he does not this he forfeits 
all claim to the blessings of the covenant. But 
perhaps some will be ready to object that this is 
being saved by works, not by faith in the merits 
of Christ. If this is being saved by works, sal- 
vation by works is the salvation of the gospel. 
But it is not being saved by works. We are saved 
by free unmerited grace, and by it alone. Christ 
is the only way of salvation. Faith does not 
merit salvation, but only takes hold of that which 
is merited by Christ. But if Christ has purchased 
us, has redeemed us to himself, surely he has a 
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right to command us to do whatever he pleases. 
It pleases him that we should be holy, therefore 
he commands us to be holy. Christ has purchased 
for us a free and full salvation : it is no use for us 
to think of bartering with him for it, for we have 
nothing to give. But God proposes to enter into 
covenant with us: the conditions he requires of 
us are, that we should obey his commandments as 
an acknowledgment of his supremacy and test of 
our obedience to him. But this is very different 
frt>m merit : yet are the commandments as binding 
upon us as though our salvation depended upon 
them. Hence there may be a covenant of grace 
as well as a covenant of works ; and in this very 
covenant of grace works are required of man. 
The covenant of baptism is the covenant of grace : 
in it God promises to bestow upon the worthy 
receiver, upon him who is really and heartily 
desirous of obeying the commandments of God, 
the ability to do so, the influences of his Holy 
Spirit ; and by this he seals to him all the blessings 
of this covenant. There is the covenant with all 
its blessings open to every one ; many there are 
who think themselves, or wish others to think of 
them, that they are included in that covenant. 
But let them ask themselves if they have* the seal 
affiiced ? the influences of the Spirit working upon 

d2 
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their heart ? If they have not this, they are in a 
doubtiul case. But perhaps they will say, I have 
entered into covenant with God, and God will not 
be unfaithful to his covenant. True it is God will 
not be unfaithful to his covenant ; but in that cove- 
nant he requires you to walk in obedience to his 
comraandments, and promises to assist by his 
Spirit all those so to do, who desire and labour 
diligently to perform the same, and to seal, make 
sure to them, the blessings of this covenant by 
the influence of his holy Spirit working upon and 
within their hearts, and delivering them from the 
evil that is in them. 

When we enter into covenant with God by 
baptism we have not performed our duty but only 
entered upon it. We must not only enter into 
covenant, but keep the covenant unbroken. We 
must perform all the conditions it requires of us, 
otherwise we cannot expect to reap the blessings 
it promises to us. If all those who entered into 
covenant with God by baptism were diligent in 
performing the conditions of the covenant, no one 
would presume to say baptism and regeneration 
were totally unconnected and different from each 
other; for every baptized person would be re- 
generate, bom anew, dead to the world, and alive 
to God, which are the conditions required of him. 
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It is in the neglect of these conditions that bap- 
tism loses its effect ; and having lost its effect in 
so many of our fellow Christians in name and pro- 
fession^ those whose faith is but weak in external 
ordinances, even when commanded by God him- 
selfy declare that baptism must be totally different 
to regeneration, because so many baptized persons 
are not only unregenerate but immoral and pro- 
fane. 

Baptism does not regenerate persons, but pre- 
pares them for regeneration. The first principle 
baptism inculcates is repentance ; but repentance 
is not regeneration, but it is the high way to it, 
the preparation for it. Regeneration supposes 
previous life destroyed; that previous life is the 
life of sin, which repentance kills or destroys. 
Regeneration is the rekindling of that life, and 
making it a life of righteousness, which is the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

Baptism by water then is not regeneration, but 
a preparation for it; and from its intimate and 
certain connexion with it, when entered upon 
faithfully, is called regeneration, or the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost.* 

The first duty of baptism is repentance. When 

^ See Acts, zix. 2 — 6. 
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a person truly repents he will no longer follow 
those sins of which he repents, but will endeavour 
after quite an opposite course. This is what God 
requires of every baptized person, the part of the 
covenant which devolves upon him to perform. 
Doing this, God promises to pour upon him the 
influences of his Spirit, to enable him to walk in 
a holy and a righteous course, keying the com- 
mandments of God. This is regeneration, the 
baptism of the Spirit ; the part of the covenant 
God promises to perform to the believer. So that 
every one who is baptized in faith, believing it to 
be an ordinance of God's appointment, and enters 
upon it because God has appointed it — every one 
who is thus baptized in faith is regenerated; 
because God has declared that he will bestow his 
Spirit upon those who keep his commandments.^ 
Let every baptized person then remember that 
they have entered into covenant with God, the 
blessings of which they cannot expect to reap 
unless they perform the conditions required of 
them. 

t John, xiv. 21, 23. 
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Illustration III. 

THB DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION OF OUR 

LORD. 

We now come to examine the third and last illus- 
tration of baptism set before us in the sacred 
Scriptures, — the Death, Burial, and Resurrection 
of our Lord. This illustration is used by St. Paul 
in his Epistles to the Roman and Colossian 
Churches. " Buried by baptism into the death 
of Christ." » " Buried with Him in baptism." ^ 
But for what are we thus buried ? That we may 
remain dormant and inactive? Ciphers in the 
kingdom of providence and grace ? No, surely ; 
for mark the language in the contexts of the fore- 
mentioned passages, " Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life." " Wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, who 
hath raised him from the dead." 

« Rom. vi. 4, >» Col. ii, 12. 
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Let us examine, first, what baptism is ; secondly, 
to what it tends ; third, and lastly, the impossi- 
bility of being the one without attaining the 
other. 

We propose in the first place, to examine. 
What Baptism is. 

Scripture informs us it is a burial ; neither does 
it leave us in uncertainty as to what description 
of burial it is, for we are told that it is a burial 
into the death of Christ. But how are we to 
understand being buried into death ? To under- 
stand this we must ascertain what is meant by 
being buried. The Apostle says, " We^ He was 
writing of persons called of Jesus Christ, amongst 
whom he numbers himself, and amongst whom 
we may number all those who, having the offers 
of mercy made to them, have so far accepted 
them as to be baptized: this we applies to all 
baptized persons, or rather to all those who keep 
the covenant made in baptism, for they only are 
the persons included in this we. But what is it 
to be baptized into the death of another? To 
ascertain this we must know to or for what that 
person died. If he died on the field of battle, 
fighting for his country, we should know that he 
encountered death for the sake of his country. 
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that he might deliver it from the enemy; but 
dying he may have won the victory: history 
affords us many examples of conquerors dying on 
the field of battle in the moment of victory. So 
Christ died in the battle he engaged in against sin, 
the vrorld, and the devil ; but still he achieved the 
victory, not only in his rising over death the con- 
sequence of sin, but in his death over sin the 
cause of death. He must subdue the cause before 
he can revoke the effect. In the lifetime of our 
Saviour sin came before him in all its various 
forms : Satan tempted him in every possible way ; 
the world loaded him with scorn, till at last they 
took away his life. Whilst he was ever active in 
every work of righteousness, love, and mercy, he 
was dead to every unholy suggestion, as much 
when coming from his disciples as from his de- 
clared enemies. Thus then he was dead to sin 
as it regarded his conversation on earth, but when 
it came to the crisis he gave up his life, because, 
as our Surety, without that he could not keep the 
commandments of God. He died indeed unto sin. 
This is the death into which we are buried by 
baptism. How does this burial act upon us ? or 
rather, how do we act in this burial ? Thus, we, 
being buried into the death of Christ, which was 
a death unto sin, must also be dead to sin our- 
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selves. But as the principle of sin entailed upon 
us by the fall of Adam still remains even in liiose 
who are regenerate, we are buried into the death 
of Christ that we may be saved by him. 

The Holy Spirit tells us in the sacred Scriptures 
that " we are buried by baptism into the death of 
Christ ;" therefore it is of vital importance that we 
should be baptized. Viewing baptism in the light 
Scripture presents it to us, it is no longer a non- 
essential ordinance, or one that may be deferred 
to a more convenient opportunity ; but an ordi- 
nance of the highest importance, of the most 
pressing necessity, dangerous of unnecessary 
delay, inasmuch as it is dangerous to be out of 
Christ, for God hath said it is in baptism we are 
buried into Christ, therefore we have no right to 
expect to be buried in him but in baptism. The 
Apostles clearly recognized this rule, for wherever 
there was manifested a desire for salvation they 
invariably administered baptism; as we see by 
Acts, ii. 37, 38, and 41 ; viii. 36 ; ix. 18. In bap- 
tism is laid the foundation of all hope, for there 
is no hope but in Christ. Baptism is therefore of 
essential importance as a preparation for death. 
But as baptism is a burial into the death of Christ, 
not only as it regards the effect of that death in 
our eternal salvation, but also as it regards the 
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effect of that death in our life and conduct here, 
in subduing sin in us by burying us into his death 
to sin, it is therefore of essential importance to 
the Christian Ufe on earth, and ought therefore in 
all reason, as well as in obedience to the com- 
mands of God, to be administered as eaiiy in life 
as possible, that the body as well as the soul may 
be early redeemed ftom sin. 

Having thus briefly examined what baptism is, 
we proceed, secondly, to inquire. To what it 
leads? 

Abstaining from sin, and mortifying it in him- 
self, is not the whole duty of a Christian. This 
is a passive duty ; but there is also an active, a 
working righteousness, as well as keeping under 
sin : it is to this active duty baptism leads, tiiat 
for which it prepares him* Baptism is not the 
active duty, but the preparation for it. It is not 
working righteousness, but keeping under sin that 
he may be able to work righteousness. We do 
not in the least undervalue the ordinance by saying 
it is not working righteousness, but place it if 
possible in a more important position ; for it is not 
that uninfluential, unimportant ordinance some 
would suppose, but it is a living principle. We 
are baptized not only that we may be saved, but 
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that we may work out our own salvation;*^ not 
indeed trusting to any effort we may make, as the 
text plainly shows. But we must labour dili- 
gently, lest we should fail of the grace bestowed 
in baptism upon all those who enter upon that 
holy covenant in faith. But to those who do not, 
who yield to custom and not conviction, though it 
is well they do even as they do, for, peradventure, 
God may hear the prayer so carelessly uttered, 
and awake in them the consideration of the 
weighty obligation resting upon them, yet it be- 
comes them well to consider whether they have 
performed that part of the covenant required of 
them, whether they have died unto sin, whether 
they do continually mortify sin in themselves. 
But to return, baptism is a preparation for the 
Christian life, an initiation into the Church of 
Christ; therefore, when we are introduced there, 
we must conform ourselves to the rules there laid 
down, which are, holiness and righteousness. 
Holiness in abstaining from all that is evil : 
righteousness in following all that is good. The 
former of these Baptism is; the latter that to 
which it leads. 

In all the common affairs of life we must observe 

« Phil. ii. 12. 
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this rule laid down for us in baptism, — abstaining 
from that which is evil, that we may be in a 
position to perform that which is good. There 
are two kinds of evil against which we must 
guard, — evil in the cause, and evil in the conse- 
quence. There are some actions which, though 
evil in themselves, may produce some kind of 
good : but even these are to be sedulously avoid- 
ed ; for if there is evil in the root it will also 
bring forth evil, though good may be mixed with 
it ; and the good to be done by them is not so 
great as the evil to be avoided in them. The 
second kind of evil to be avoided is, when actions 
good in themselves bring forth evil consequences. 
No real good produces real evil, therefore the evil 
consequent upon a good action does not arise out 
of the action itself, but out of the time of its per- 
formance, or some other circumstance connected 
with it ; therefore it behoves us to use discretion 
even in the performance of real good actions. 

In performing that which is good there is also 
a twofold consideration: first, to perform that 
which is good ; second, to do it with a good in- 
tention: for though no intention, however good 
and laudable, can make a bad action good, or 
excuse the performance of it, yet an evil intention 
can and will make a good action bad, and con- 
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demn the person perfonning it. Thus then we 
are bound not only to look well to our actions, 
but also to our intentions ; for " the law of the 
Lord is perfect," which it would not be if it 
respected only the body, which is the machine, 
without the soul, which is the principle of action : 
but it is perfect, " converting the souh" And if 
the principle of action is correct the whole ma- 
chine will work correctly ; neither good intentions 
prompting bad actions, nor good actions a guise 
for bad intentions. 

We come in the third and last place to consider 
— ^The impossibility of being what baptism is de- 
signed to make us, without attaining also that to 
which it leads us. 

If we are dead to sin, there must have been 
some principle killing »n within us, and we must 
have had some object in view, some end to attain 
in thus mortifying our lusts. That principle could 
be none other than the love of God shed abroad 
in our hearts by his Holy Spirit. Love always 
produces a desire to be like the object of esteem ; 
therefore when we love God we desire to be like 
him, and we endeavour to imitate his moral per-* 
fections. To this end we subdue sin in us, and 
keep it under in our mortal bodies by the. grace of 
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his Spirit; that being holy as God is holy, we 
may also be righteous as he is righteous, not in 
degree, for that is impossible : we are finite, he is 
infinite ; he is holy in his nature, ours is corrupt ; 
but still we follow on. We abstain from that 
which is displeasing to him, that we may do that 
which is pleasing in his sight. The love of God 
then is the principle that actuates us, for no other 
principle could subdue sin in us ; and the glory of 
God, setting forth his praise, is the object we have 
in view. This principle and this object it is im- 
possible to separate. Wherever there is the one, 
there must of necessity be the other. We might 
as well think of separating fire and heat, as a 
death unto sin from a life of righteousness. There 
never was nor ever can be an individual dead to 
sin, who is not aUve unto God, We are buried 
with Christ for no other end, but that we may be 
conformed to the Ukeness of his resurrection. 
We are not (to continue the figure) to be buried 
with him and remain in the grave after his resur- 
rection ; but as he rose from the grave in the glory 
of his Father, so are we also to walk in newness 
of life. We are saved by the blood of Christ, 
that we may show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called us out of darkness into light. We 
are saved from everlasting damnation, that we 
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may hymn his praise in the song of Moses and 
the Lamb in eternity. We are redeemed from the 
power of sin here, that we may testify of the grace 
of God, not only in words, but in deeds, in a holy 
walk and conversation, that men beholding our 
good works may glorify God. 

But as the death to sin and life of righteous- 
ness are inseparably connected, it follows that 
those who have not the one are destitute of the 
other ; and though they are baptized, yet if they 
are not alive to God they never have been dead to 
sin. God indeed works by means, and by means 
of his own appointment; of which baptism is 
one : yet he will have those means used in faith ; 
used because they are his commandments, and 
when thus used in reliance upon him he will never 
fail to vouchsafe his blessing.** 

We are destined to eternal life upon condition 
that we repent and believe in the Saviour. This 
repentance, which is what baptism signifies, buries 
us into the death of Christ, makes us dead to sin, 
crucifies the flesh with the affections and lusts; 
and, by making us dead to sin, puts us in a con- 
dition to receive the influences of the Spirit ; and 
if we have those influences working upon our 

* John, ziv. 21, 23. 
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hearts, we know and are sure we are accepted of 
God. We ourselves, souls and bodies, are heirs 
of immortality, and, as baptized persons, heirs of 
eternal glory. Our hearts are the wax* upon 
which the impression of the seal, which secures 
to us our inheritance, is to be made. Repentance 
softeneth our hearts and makes them susceptible 
of the impression. The Holy Spirit is the seal 
with which we are impressed ; and being impressed 
with this seal, the inheritance of eternal glory, 
purchased by the death of Jesus the Son of God, 
and promised to us upon the conditions of the 
baptismal covenant, is sealed to us, and we are 
sealed for that by God the Father.*" 

« Psalm, xzii. 12. f Eph. i. 12—14 ; iv. 30. 
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